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History of changes  

 
Version 3.1 

 5.3 : Missing SPR holding added 
 7.3: Graphic with or AoRs with landing runway 05 corrected (green area now also assigned to APP below FL125) 

 8ΦнΦΥ [ƻǿŜǊ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ά/ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŀȄƛǎέ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ олллŦǘ 
 Wrong numeration (chapter 6 and following) corrected 

 
Version 3.0 

 Adapted for transition from Swiss FIR to vACC Switzerland 
 Other small corrections (like spelling errors) 

 2.1: ά5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
 4.3: Phraseology changed 
 5.1: CǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ [{DDψ!tt ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ά{ǿƛǎǎ wŀŘŀǊ ǘƻ [{DDψ!ttέ 

 7.2  Handoff from LSGG_DEP to Swiss Radar changed 

 
Version 2.0 

 New Layout 
 2.2: Table for parking positions added 
 3.1: TORA for Grass runway corrected  

 3.2: /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ά¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅέ 
 3.3: Headings corrected 
 4.1: Regulation removed that TWR shall instruct a left turn in case of a conflict shortly after departure from 

runway 05 

 4.3: wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ {L5 ŜƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ 
 4.4: Overworked 
 5.1: Several changes 

 5.2: BENOT #R defined as standard STAR for arrivals to RWY 05 via BENOT 
5.2: Restriction for base turn added 

 5.3: Overworked 
 6: Specified that 4000ft for approaches to RWY 23 shall only be allocated once aircraft has received the 

approach clearance. 
6: Specified, that vectored traffic shall cross BELKA at min 6000ft 

 6.2: Course corrected 
 6.5: Specified, that downwind south of airport is preferred due to higher terrain north of the airport 

 7.1: Several change 
 7.2: Names of LSGG_GND and LSGG_A_GND corrected 

7.2: Turn release removed for handoffs from DEP to CTR 
7.2: Handoff regulation from APP /FIN to TWR changed 

 7.3 (new): Areas of responsibility with graphics 
 7.4: Overworked 

 7.5 (new): Grouping of ATC stations 
 7.6 (new): Procedures for runway crossings 

 8.2: Added that aircraft have to be between 3000ft and 3500ft before crossing runway axis when departing via 
route S, SE or E 

 8.3: Added that aircraft have to be between 3000ft and 3500ft before crossing runway axis when arriving via 
route S, E 

 9.1: Overworked 
 Other small corrections 
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1. Airport Information  

 
Name......................................... Geneva 
ICAO - Code................................ LSGG 
IATA ς Code................................ GVA 
Squawk range.............................. 6716 - 6726 
Languages................................... English and French (VATSIM controllers do not need 

 to know French to provide ATC in Geneva). 
Geo. Situation............................. Located in the southwest part of Switzerland close 

  to the French border. 
Usage.......................................... Second largest airport in Switzerland. Used for civil, 

 but not for military operations. Every kind of aircraft 
 can be handled at Geneva. 

 

2. Airport Ground  

2.1. Taxi routings  

 
 /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǘŀȄƛ-routings. However, some routings 
are recommended to minimize the possibility of two head-on ACFT on the same taxiway: 
 
In order to avoid head-on situation on the North Apron (GAC) an aircraft may be asked to 
vacate the runway after landing at Z (RWY 23) or Y (RWY 05). 
 

 Departure intersections 
In real life, intersections are used for departure according to the following table. However, 
on VATSIM we usually only assign other intersections than A or G if requested by the pilot or 
for traffic flow reasons. If you want to offer an intersection departure then clearly state it as 
an offer, so that the pilot can deny it, if he rather does not want to recalculate his takeoff 
minimums.  
 

Runway Aircraft Category Departure from 
23 Heavy ISEC A only 

Medium, small and 
light 

ISEC B/C 

ISEC Y (suitable for all prop-aircraft, jets are asked by 
GND if intersection departure is accepted) 

ISEC Z/E (only in exceptional cases for VFR) 

05 Heavy ISEC G only 

Medium, small and 
light 

ISEC G/F/E 

ISEC Z (only in coordination with the pilot) 

Y/C (only in exceptional cases) 

Taxiway F should be reserved for regional aviation aircraft. Aircraft up to the size of an A320 
(approx. 70t) may exceptionally use this taxiway due to its geometry (width 21m). 
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Runway crossing 
Aircraft crossing the runway are always in contact with LSGG_GND (121.670), coordination 
with the Tower Controller has to take place. Crossings from the North to the other Taxiway 
have to be coordinated with Apron. 
  
The following tool can be used for the coordination:  
http://www.vacc.ch/uploads/Files/atc-files/Tools/arc_0_1.zip 

 

2.2. Parking position  

Parking positions/ areas are used as follows 

Area Aircraft 
Parking areas A,B,C,E,F,G,H Private jets 

Parking areas I,J,K GA aircraft 

14-19 Heavy aircraft (B747, A330, A380, etc) 

1-12,31-34, 41-44 Medium aircraft (B737, A320, etc) 

21-28,61-68 Small aircraft (F100, ARJ, BA146, etc) 

82-88 Private medium and heavy aircraft 

 
  

http://www.vacc.ch/uploads/Files/atc-files/Tools/arc_0_1.zip
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3. Runways 

3.1. Overview  

 

Available takeoff distance (TORA) [m] 

Name ILS Surface A B Y/C Z E F G 
23 Yes 

(CAT I/ II/ 
III) 

Concrete 3900 2600 2000 1130   

05 Yes 
(CAT I 
only) 

Concrete   1880 2750 2600 3200 3900 

 
 

Name ILS Surface Available takeoff distance (TORA) [m] 
23 grass No Grass 636 

05 grass No Grass 456 

 

3.2. Usage 

 

Active runway Condition 
23 Less than 4kts tailwind on runway 23 

05 4kts or more tailwind on runway 23 

 
Single-engine up to 2000kg on grass runway 
Single-engine aircraft with a mass up to 2000kg (MTOW) shall preferably use grass runway 
for landing. 
 
Multi -engine aircraft on concrete runway 
Multi-engine aircraft should preferably use the concrete runway. 
 
In real life, multi-engine aircraft are not allowed on the grass runway. However on VATSIM we do not need 
to be that strict. 

 
Simultaneous operation on grass and concrete runway 
Concrete and grass runway are separated by 252m. Simultaneous operation on both 
runways is allowed but traffic information must be provided. 
 
Use of inactive runway 
A runway that is currently not active can be used for departure if all of the following 
conditions are met:  
 

1. Pilot requests it or it will be an advantage for the pilot. 
2. The weather situation allows it or the pilot takes over the responsibility. 
3. It will not cause a cleared conflict. 
4. It will not cause major delay to other traffic. 
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3.3.  Head and tailwind tables  

 
Runway 23 ς magnetic heading 225 degrees ς 

Wind direction Wind speed 
limit  

Wind direction Wind speed 
limit  

340 24 060 10 

350 17 070 10 

360 14 080 12 

010 12 090 13 

020 11 100 17 

030 10 110 22 

040 10 120 36 

050 10   

 
 

Runway 05 ς magnetic heading 45 degrees ς 

Wind direction Wind speed 
limit  

Wind direction Wind speed 
limit  

160 24 240 10 

170 17 250 10 

180 14 260 12 

190 12 270 13 

200 11 280 17 

210 10 290 22 

220 10 300 36 

230 10   
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4. Departure Procedures  

4.1. General 

 
QNH together with startup 
QNH shall be transmitted together with the startup approval unless it is sure that he 
already has the latest QNH. 

 
FL120-limitation for departures 
Without coordination between LSGG_APP and LSGG_DEP and in case that there is a 
potential chance of conflict with traffic inbound to LSGG, departures from LSGG shall not 
be cleared above FL120. Also refer to 7.3. 
 

4.2. Transition altitude  

 
Transition altitude 7000ft 
The transition altitude in Geneva is always 7000ft, regardless the current QNH! For 
information about the transition level, refer to 5.4 Transition Level. 

 

4.3. ATC clearance 

 
The ATC clearance shall be given as follows 
(Callsign), cleared to (destination), via (SID) departure, squawk (nr). 
 
Ex: Swiss 476, cleared to Zurich via MOLUS2N departure, squawk 6723. 

 
SID endpoint is not part of filed routing 
In case that the endpoint of the SID is not part of the filed routing, the expected routing is 
transmitted with the clearance in order to connect with the filed routing:  
 
(Callsign), cleared to (destination), via (SID) departure, after (endpoint of SID) proceed 
via/direct (connection to filed routing), squawk (nr). 
 
Example: 
Swiss 34P has filled to following flight plan to Zurich:  
KORED BERSU 
 
In that case, we would give him the following clearance for runway 05:  
 Swiss 34P, cleared to Zurich via MOLUS2N departure, after MOLUS proceed via SOSAL direct KORED,  
squawk 6720. 
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4.5. SID Overview/ Initial climb altitudes  

 
Runway Description Name Identifier Initial climb 
05 Non-RNAV ARBOS5, BALSI6, BELUS4, 

MEDAM3, ROCCA3, SPR3, 
SIROD3 

N 
 

FL90 

BELUS4, DEPUL1, MEDAM3, 
PAS3, ROCCA3 

P 

MEDAM3, PAS3, ROCCA3 Q 

DEPUL1 T 

RNAV MOLUS2 N 

23 Non-RNAV BALSI5, BELUS4, DEPUL1, 
DIPIR4, KONIL4, MEDAM3, 
ROCCA3 

A 

MEDAM3, ROCCA3 B 

KONIL4, MEDAM3, ROCCA3 C 

KONIL2 D 7000ft 

RNAV KONIL3 J FL90 

MOLUS2 A 

 

 
DEP states subsequent points after KONIL, MOLUS, PAS and SPR SID 
To avoid misinterpretation LSGG_DEP states the subsequent point/points after the end of 
the following SIDs:  
KONIL # A/C/D, MOLUS # A/N, PAS # P and SPR # N 

 
TMA Chambery - BELUS 
SIDs to BELUS are intended for traffic with destination TMA Chambery. 
 
Region LSZS, LSZA, LIME ς ROCCA and MEDAM 
Traffic with region LSZS, LSZA and LIME is usually assigned a ROCCA or MEDAM SID. 
 
MEDAM SIDs FL210 or above 
MEDAM SIDs are primary used for flights with cruising FL210 or above.  

 
ROCCA SIDs below FL210 
Primary used for traffic with destination or overflying Italy planned below FL200.  
 
In real life, the ROCCA SIDs are only allowed for traffic with destination or overflying Italy planned below 
FL200. On VATSIM, we do not need to be that strict. 
 
DIRPIR, SIROD and ARBOS SIDs 
Traffic exiting via DJL, TUTAX and ARBOS are usually assigned an SID as follows: 
For runway 23: DIPIR SID 
For runway 05: SIROD SID (or ARBOS SID for traffic via ARBOS) 
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MEDAM and ROCCA SID designators: 
The designator of  MEDAM and ROCCA SIDs is chosen according to the current QNH: 

 

QNH Designator to be used 
>= 1013 A or N 

994 ς 1012 B or P 

<994 C or Q 

  
 Actually, not only the QNH but also the temperature affects this correction. But this is not simulated on 

VATSIM. 

 
 

Runway 23 
 

Noise abatement on KONIL departures  
In real life aircraft with noise classification I, II or III are not authorized for KONIL xC or KONIL xD 
departures. On VATSIM, we do not have to following this rule. However, here is a list with some 
aircrafts that falls into noise classification I, II or II:  
B707, B727, B737-100 and -200, B747, DC9, Fokker F28, etc.  

 
Traffic unable to maintain minimum climb gradient 
This traffic may be vectored into a left-hand downwind and then back to the SID 
according the minimum vectoring altitudes. It is a good practice to let the aircraft first 
enter the KEMIT holding in order to have a controlled outbound turn. 
 

Indication of departures via KONIL and MOLUS 
Geneva Tower shall indicate all departures via KONIL #A and MOLUS #A to Geneva 
Departure before departure. 

 
Runway 05 

 
To southwest ς DEPUL SID 
Departures to southwest are preferably assigned a DEPUL #T  SID. 
 
DEPUL xP ς min climb gradient 
DEPUL #P shall be assigned only on pilot request or if sure, that pilot can maintain 
required climb gradient. 
 
Traffic unable to maintain minimum climb gradient 
This traffic is normally vectored straight ahead on runway heading until ready for the 
turn. 
 
BALSI and DEPUL directly to France VACC 
Departures direction BALSI and DEPUL shall be handed off directly from Geneva 
Departure to VACC France (see LOA with VACC France). 
 

Indication of departures via BELUS, DEPUL and PAS 
Geneva Tower shall indicate all departures via BELUS #P, DEPUL #P and PAS #P to 
Geneva Departure before departure. 
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5. Arrival Procedures  

5.1. General 

  
10nm between arrivals 
Swiss Radar shall separate traffic arriving to Geneva by at least 10nm (constant or 
increasing). Avoid separating aircraft vertically only. 

 
Recommended speeds 
The recommended speeds to be used are 250kt, 200kt, 180kt and 160kt IAS. To 6nm final, 
a maximum speed of 180kts can be assigned. No speed restriction shall be applied after 
passing 4nm final. 
 
Swiss Radar to LSGG_APP 
All IFR arrivals are transferred by Swiss Radar to Geneva Arrival (131.320) for reason of 
frequency protection and standardization. 
 
Procedure between Arrival and Departure 
LSGG_APP shall ς if necessary ς coordinated with LSGG_APP the descent of his aircraft 
following the STAR. 
 
Direct approaches 
LSGG_APP and LSGG_TWR shall coordinate all potential direct approaches. The final 
decision belongs to FIN. A direct approach shall in all cases be transferred (radio contact) 
to FIN. 

 
Arrivals via BELUS 
Arrivals via BELUS are handed off from France VACC Controller (usually LFMM_CTR) 
directly to LSGG_APP at or below FL160. Such traffic is not released for any turn or 
descent until passing BELUS. 
 
In real life, it is FL160 for RWY 05 and FL200 for RWY 23. However, the current agreement with VACC France 
is FL160 in both cases. 

 
Minimum on BENOT and ULMES STAR outside TMA 
STARs BENOT #R and ULMES #R including VADAR holding can be used safely at 7000ft 
MIM (terrain clearance). However, the minimum altitude to be used is as follow: 
 

QNH Minimum FL 
>= 1013 FL80 

994 ς 1012 FL90 

<994 FL100 

 
In reality the minimum altitude to be used by Geneva is FL110 (resp. FL120 or FL130 with low QNH) if 
Payerne (military airport) is active. However, on VATSIM we consider Payerne not to be active unless 
otherwise indicated. In addition, there is a gilder zone (Bellechasse) below BENOT #R that restricts arrivals on 
BENOT #R STAR to FL110 MNM until north of VADAR. We also consider this glider zone to be inactive. 
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Minimum FL in Approach sector 
Within the approach sector the minimum FL in the Approach sector depends on the 
minimum vectoring altitude (MVA) and the current QNH.  
 

QNH Minimum FL 
>= 1013 MVA / 100 

994 ς 1012 MVA / 100 + 10 

<994 MVA / 100 + 20 

 
Example:  
If QNH is 996 and MVA is 9000ft, the minimum FL will be 9000 / 100 + 10 = FL110. 
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5.2. STAR Overview 

Type Runway Name Identifier Endpoint 
Non RNAV  BANKO7 S GVA 

BELUS1 GVA 

DJL6 Final axis 05 

FRI1 GVA 

FRI1 T GVA 

RNAV 05 AKITO1 N INDIS 

BANKO2 

BELUS1 

BENOT1 

DJL1 

KINES1 

LUSAR1 

ULMES1 

BENOT1 P 

ULMES1 

23 AKITO2 R SPR 

BANKO2 

BELUS1 

BENOT1 

DJL1 

KINES1 

LUSAR1 

ULMES1 

BENOT1 T 

 

 
Runway 05 
 

Arrivals via ULMES and BENOT 
ULMES #P respectively BENOT #P shall be assigned if not otherwise coordinated. 

 
 
Runway 23 
 
 Arrivals via BENOT 
 BENOT #R shall be assigned if not otherwise coordinated. 
 
 
Turning base 
On all STARs proceeding via downwind, the pilots shall not turn inbound on base leg unless 
so instructed by ATC. This procedure is described on our Arrival charts for Geneva. Aircraft 
on COM FAIL are expected to follow the published Arrival including inbound turns and final 
approach.  
 
A pilot is automatically cleared to enter base and final, if an approach clearance or a 
clearance to intercept the localizer is given (see chapter 6). 
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5.3. Holdings  

 
Early Handoff to LSGG_APP 
Aircrafts holding over DINIG, VADAR, ROMOM, CBY and GVA shall be handed off to 
LSGG_APP as soon as possible and convenient. 

 
GVA and CBY holding for special situations 
The GVA and CBY holding is usually only used in the event of an emergency and in other 
special situations. 
 
Overview  

Point MHA Max altitude to be 
used by LSGG_APP 

Turn 
direction 

Inbound 
track 

Remarks 

CBY
1 

FL100 Up to FL140 RIGHT 032 MAX IAS 220kts 

DINIG 7000ft Up to FL150 LEFT 146 MAX IAS 230kts 
MRA FL120 

GOLEB FL200 Not usable RIGHT 350 MAX IAS 250kts 

GVA 7000ft Up to FL150 RIGHT 200 MAX IAS 230kts 

NEMOS FL110 Not usable RIGHT 232 MAX IAS 230kts 

ROMOM FL90 Up to FL120 RIGHT 241 MAX IAS 170kts 

SPR 7000ft Up to FL150 RIGHT 226 MAX IAS 230kts 

VADAR FL90 Up to FL150 RIGHT 232 MAX IAS 230kts 
1 
Holdings over CBY shall be coordinated with Lyon APP. In addition, holdings below FL120 over CBY shall be 

coordinated with Chambery APP.  
 

Separation between holdings (up to FL150) 
The following table shows, if two holdings are separated from each other at or below 
FL150. Two holdings are separated from each other at a certain altitude, if they can be 
used at the same time at this altitude without the potential chance of a conflict. Two 
holdings that are not separated (above a certain altitude) may be used at the same time 
but special attention has to be paid! 
 

 ROMOM GVA CBY VADAR 

ROMOM     

GVA Separated    

CBY Separated Separated   

VADAR Not separated Separated Separated  

DINIG Separated Not separated Separated Separated 

 

5.4. Transition Level  

 
QNH TL Remark 
> 990 FL080 FL080 is only separated from 7000ft if QNH is at 

or above 1013 

<= 990 FL090  
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6. Approach Procedures  
 

Real frequency of GVA VOR 
Note that frequency for GVA in real life is 115.75. 

 
Vectored traffic / visual approaches 
Vectored traffic and traffic performing a visual approach shall be on final approach axis at 
the latest at the following points: 

 
 Runway 23:  

o at 10 NM touchdown (PETAL) minimum 4000ft 
 Runway 05:  

o at 5.6 NM touchdown (PAS) 
o at BELKA min 6000ft when vectored 

 
Phraseology runway 05: 
 Cleared visual approach runway 05, be established on final at latest over PAS. 
 

Phraseology Runway 23: 
Cleared visual approach runway 23, be established on final at latest at 10 miles final (or: over PETAL, or: 10 
miles touchdown), minimum 4000ft. 

 
Instrumental approaches 
Phraseology: 
Turn left/right heading ... to intercept localizer, (descent to .... ft) cleared (cat 2/3) ILS (or: VORDME, or: LLZ 
only) approach runway 23/05. 
 
Example: 
Turn left heading 200 to intercept localizer, descent to 6000ft, cleared cat 2 ILS approach runway 23. 
 
Descent to 4000ft on runway 23 
On approach runway 23 an altitude of 4000ft shall earliest be allocated once the aircraft 
has received the approach clearance. 

 

6.1. Published Approaches  
 

Runway 05  
ILS DME CAT I, VOR DME, SRE 
 
Runway 23 
ILS DME CAT I-III, VOR DME, SRE 
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6.2. ILS Approaches 

 
Runway Identifier Frequency Course Category GS 

23 ISW 109.90 225 III 3.0° 

05 INE 110.90 045 I 3.0° 

 

6.3. VOR DME Approaches 

 
Runway Frequency Inbound track Minimums 

05 115.75 (GVA) 046° 1890ft 

23 115.75(GVA) 226° мурсŦǘ όппрΩύ 

 
 

6.4. Navigation aids  

 
Name Type ID Frequency Use 
GENEVA VOR GVA 115.75 VOR DME 23 and VOR 

DME 05 

PASSEIRY VOR PAS 116.60 VOR DME and ILS DME 05 

GLAND NDB GLA 375 ILS DME 23 

 

6.5. Missed approaches  

 
Procedure by TWR 
Report  
Tower shall immediately report all missed approaches to LSGG_DEP and LSGG_APP. 
 
Standard procedure 
If not otherwise coordinated, traffic going around shall be instructed as follows by TWR: 
 
1. Climb to 7000ft. 
2. Handoff to LSGG_APP.  
 
Traffic unable for standard missed approach routing 
If not otherwise coordinated, traffic going around which is not able to follow standard 
missed approach routing shall be instructed as follows by TWR: 
 
1.  Climb to 7000ft on runway heading. 
2. Handoff to LSGG_APP. 

 
Possible conflicts after go-around 
LSGG_TWR shall watch out for possible conflicts after go-around and act adequately. For 
example by assigning a lower initial climb altitude. 
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Procedure by APP  
Vectoring  
LSGG_APP can vector traffic going around into a downwind. Due to higher terrain north of 
the airport, downwind south of the airport is preferred. 
 
 

 

7. ATC facilities  and procedures between them  

7.1. Overview  

 
Name/  
Call sign 

ID Frequency Responsible for 

Ground LSGG_GND 121.670 Providing enroute clearances on the whole 
airport and ground movements in GAC 
north of main runway. 

Apron LSGG_A_GND 121.750 Ground movements south of main runway. 
Also covers area of LSGG_GND, if 
LSGG_GND is not online. 

Tower LSGG_TWR 118.700 All runways and CTR of Geneva. 

Pre-
sequence 

 
(Call sign: 
ά!ǊǊƛǾŀƭέύ 

LSGG_APP 131.320
1 

 
¶ Traffic with destination LSGG and 

neighbour airports within the limits 
shown on page 20 and 21. 

 
Vertical limit: FL155 (FL195 inside balcony).

2 

Final LSGG_F_APP 120.300 ¶ Traffic with destination LSGG and to 
neighbour airports within the limits 
shown on page 20 and 21. 

¶ Local IFR training flights. 

¶ Establishing final approach sequence. 

Departure LSGG_DEP 119.520 ¶ Traffic departing from LSGG and from 
neighbour airports within the limits 
shown on page 20 and 21. 

¶ Departures from/arrivals to LFLB and 
LFLP (Chambery) in coordination with 
LSGG_APP. 

¶ All traffic crossing LSGG_APP AOR .   
 
Vertical limit: FL125. 

3 

1
 Frequency was changes to 136.250 in real some years ago. On VATSIM we still use 131.320 because 

136.250 is above the usable range of most Flight Simulator aircraft. 
2
 Except if limited to FL90. 

3
 Thus LSGG_DEP would need to coordinate all departures climbing above FL120 with LSGG_APP. In order 

to make it a bit easier on VATSIM, LSGG_DEP can climb traffic above FL120, if there is no conflicting 
traffic (see also 7.4). 
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Balcony 
The balcony is an integral part of the Approach sector. In discrepancy to the rest of the 
AoR, the vertical limit of the balcony is FL195. That means, inside the balcony the AoR of 
LSGG_APP and LSGG_DEP reaches up to FL195. This sector was established to allow direct 
transfer from Marseille/Lyon to LSGG_APP without concerning Swiss Radar. Departures via 
ARGIS ς DEPUL are directly transferred from LSGG_DEP to France VACC. 
 

 

 

7.2. Handoffs  

 
From To Condition Releases 
Ground Apron Clearance provided and read back correct. Please mind that 

Ground is responsible for taxi in GAC. 
No release. 

Tower Approaching holding point runway 05 or 23. No release. 

Apron Tower Approaching holding point runway 05 or 23. No release. 

Tower Ground Runway vacated or on the runway when slowed down to taxi 
speed. 

No release. 

Apron Runway vacated or on the runway when slowed down to taxi 
speed. 

No release. 

Departure Shortly after departure at about 2500-3000ft. For climb only. 

Departure Radar Vertical condition: 
Cleared FL150 or below. 
 
INI Sectors will keep the traffic always 1000ft above, departures  
from LYON have to be above published minima on their route 
 
Lateral condition: On SID or inbound to one of the following points 
that best matches the further routing of the flight:  
ARGIS, BELUS, BEVEN, DINOX, ESAPI, KONIL, KOVAR, ODIKI, SOSAL. 
 
Transit traffic through departure airspace shall be handed over to 
Swiss Radar as follow: 

¶ At FL150 or below latest before leaving the approach sector. 

¶ At FL160 or above latest before leaving the balcony  
(see page 20 or 21). 

For climb only. 

France 
VACC 

Cleared FL190 or below latest before leaving balcony  
(see page 20 or 21). However traffic must not climb above FL150 
until within the lateral limits of the balcony! 

 

Arrival Tower Instrument approach: 
On final approach and before entering the CTR. 
 
Visual approach: 
Earliest when cleared for visual approach. 

No release. 

Final On downwind cleared FL80 or above. Higher than FL80 only if 
necessary. 

For further 
descent. 

Final Tower Instrument approach: 
On final approach and 15nm or less to the runway. 
 
Visual approach: 
Earliest when cleared for visual approach. 

No release 

  



 

www.vacc.ch operation@vacc.ch Rev. 3.1 

Page: 18 of 25 SSOOPP  LLSSGGGG  33..11  

  
Radar Arrival Cleared FL160 (or at cruising FL if lower). 

 
Via BENOT: Between BENOT and NEMOS. 
Via ULMES: Between ULMES and VADAR. 
 
Via BANKO and KINES: latest at GOLEB. 

 
Via LTP:   
France VACC controller hands off directly to LSGG_APP latest at 
BELUS (see LoA). 

 
Via LUSAR, DJL and AKITO: latest at LIRKO. 

From Swiss 
Radar: 
For any turn and 
descent that 
leads into LSGG 
TMA. 
 
From France: 
No release, traffic 
can be turned 
and descended 
after BELUS. 

France 
VACC 

Arrival Arrivals via BELUS: 
Latest at BELUS at FL160 or below

1
. 

After traffic has passed BELUS, LSGG_APP must continue descent 
below FL160 in order to vacate the FLs of Swiss Radar. 

No release. 

 Departure ¶ At or below FL150 latest before entering approach sector 
outside of the balcony. 

¶ At or below FL190 latest before entering approach sector 
within the balcony. 

No release. 

1 In real life, it is FL160 for RWY 05 and FL200 for RWY 23. However the current agreement with VACC France is 
FL160 in both cases. 

 

Other possible handoffs (for example Arrival to Departure) shall be coordinated individually. 
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7.3. Areas of responsibility  

 
Areas of responsibility of Geneva Arrival and Departure can be displayed in the ATC clients 
as follow: 
 
VRC: VIEW > DIAGRAMS > SIDs >... 
EUROSCOPE: Display Settings > SIDs >... 
 
AoR of APP 
LSGG APP AOR 
 
AoR of DEP 
LSGG DEP LDG 23 Landing and departing runway 23. 
LSGG DEP LDG 05 Landing and departing runway 05. 
 
The data is bases on pictures and in most cases, no exact coordinates were available. Because of this non-exact 
data source, the deviation between the AoR in the Sectorfile and the AoR that is used in real life may be up to 
about 2nm in particular cases. However, in most cases the deviation is below 0.5nm. 
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